	Age
	An inquiry into

Who we are

An exploration of the nature of the self; of our beliefs and values; of personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; of our families, friends, communities and cultures; of our rights and responsibilities; of what it means to be human.


	An inquiry into

Where we are in time and place

An exploration of our orientation in place and time: of our personal histories; of history and geography from local and global perspectives; of our homes and journeys; of the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; of the contributions of individuals and civilizations.


	An inquiry into

How we express ourselves

An exploration of the ways in which we discover and express our nature, ideas, feelings, beliefs and values through language and the arts.
	An inquiry into

How the world works

An exploration of the physical and material world; of natural and human-made phenomena; of the world of science and technology.
	An inquiry into

How we organize ourselves

An exploration of human systems and communities; of the world of work, its nature and its value, of employment and unemployment and their impact.
	An inquiry into

How we share the planet

An exploration of our rights and responsibilities as we try to share finite resources with other people, with other living things; of communities and of the relationships within and between them.

	5-6
	Title:  Sensational Senses

Central Idea:  We use our senses to understand and explore the world around us.

An inquiry into:

· The senses

· How we use our senses to interact with our world

· How our senses affect our lives

	Title:  Me, Myself and Others

Central Idea:  Learning about our families and ourselves helps us understand our similarities and differences.

An inquiry into:  

· Family histories

· Our relationships with others


	Title:  Tell Me a Story

Central Idea:  People tell stories in different ways for different purposes.

An inquiry into:  

· Why people tell stories

· Different ways to tell stories

· Stories from different cultures
	Title:  Seasons of Change

Central Idea:  Seasons affect the world around us and impact our daily lives.

An inquiry into:  

· Seasonal changes

· Weather patterns

· Locations of the earth in relation to the sun
	Title: We’re in School!

Central Idea:  Schools are organized to help us learn and work together.

An inquiry into:

· Safety at school

· Our responsibilities as members of our school community

· Routines and rules
	Title: It’s Alive…Or Is It?

Central Idea: All living and non-living things have unique characteristics.

An inquiry into:

· Differences in living and non-living things

· Basic needs of living things

· Purposes of non-living things
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	6-7
	Title:  Body Works: From the Outside In

Central Idea: Organs working together allow us to live. 

An inquiry into:

· Major organs of the body

· Functions of the body organs and systems

· Ways to keep the body healthy


	Title:  Can You Find Me Now?

Central Idea: Directional tools can connect people locally and globally and change with emerging technology. 

An inquiry into:  

· Directional tools used around the world

· Directional tool skills

· Transformation of directional tools


	Title: Just Imagine:  Art and artist around the world 

Central Idea:  People express their culture, ideas and feelings through art. 

An inquiry into:

· Ideas can be expressed through different media

· Art crosses all cultures

· Art can be used to explore feelings and emotions


	Title:  The Light at the end of the tunnel

Central Idea: Light plays an essential role in our lives. 

An inquiry into:  

· Uses of light

· Day and night

· Natural and man-made sources of light


	Title:  Community Views

Central Idea:  Communities can be diverse yet share common elements.

An inquiry into: 

· Characteristics of a community

· Similarities and differences in communities

· Community helpers


	Title:  Plants: Here we grow again

Central Idea:  Plants are a life-sustaining resource for living things.

An inquiry into:

· Parts of a plant and what they do

· Where plants live

· Conditions needed for growth

· What plants provide for us and other living things

· Ways plants reproduce
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	7-8


	Title:  It’s a Celebration of Cultures

Central Idea: Celebrations reflect traditions and beliefs that are of value to a culture.

An inquiry into:

· Cultures

· Traditions

· Celebrations


	Title:  It’s in the Mail

Central Idea: Communication tools and methods are continuously evolving.

An inquiry into:  

· Various methods of communication

· Evolution of communication

· Etiquette of communication
	Title: Nonfiction

Matters

Central Idea:  Literature provides readers with information about the world that is both factual and fictional.

An inquiry into:  

· Elements of fiction and nonfiction

· Biographies

· Autobiographies

· Utilization of reference sources


	Title:  I Wonder!

Central Idea: People use scientific processes to challenge, investigate, and clarify ideas.

An inquiry into:

· Scientific process, the way things work

· The impact of society

· Conducting and connecting investigations and experiments to test hypothesis
	Title:  Do you want it?  Do you need it?

Central Idea:  Goods and services are produced on a supply and demand basis.

An inquiry into:

· Needs and wants

· Supply and demand

· Community service


	Title:  We speak for the trees

Central Idea:  Natural and man-made actions affect rain forests.

An inquiry into:

· Geographical locations of rainforests

· Impact of the vanishing rain forest

· Importance of the rain forest
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	8-9
	Title:  Now You See Me, Now You Don’t!

Central Idea: People and animals adapt to their environment..

Line of Inquiry: 

· Methods used for survival
· Interdependency of living things
· Effects of global change on habitats

	Title:  Solar Mania 

Central Idea:  The importance of the Solar System to life on earth.

Lines of Inquiry:  

· Solar system components
· Impact of space exploration
· Renewable and non-renewable solar energy sources 
	Title:  Show Me the Money!

Central Idea:  People can choose to express themselves through their careers.

Lines of Inquiry:

· Division of labor within communities

· Exploration of jobs and careers

· Similarities and differences of jobs and careers around the world.
	Title:  What’s the Matter

Central Idea:  Changing states of matter can impact our daily lives.

Lines of inquiry:  

· Identify and demonstrate chemical and physical changes
· Identify properties of matter

· Identify, classify and compare stares of matter
· Experimentation helps us discover change
	Title:  We Are the World

Central Idea:  Government has an integral role in most communities.

Lines of inquiry: 

· Governments responsibility to it’s citizens

· Similarities and differences in government

· Role citizens play in their local government
	Title:  Good Garbage

Central Idea:  Conservation of our natural recourses benefits future generations.

Lines of inquiry:

· Conservation practices of communities

· Conservation responsibilities of government

· Need to conserve resources
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	9-10
	Title:  From Cells to Me

Central Idea:  Cells are the building blocks of life.

Lines of inquiry:  

· Structure and functional relationship among cells
· Cells, tissue, organs and systems
· Controllable and uncontrollable factors that affect our cell development and our health

	Title:  Mi Casa Es Su Casa

Central Idea:  Living things share space and resources.
Lines of Inquiry:

· Animals and people within the same habitat share resources

· Similarities and differences of shelters within the same habitat

· Characteristics of different living things within a habitat
	Title: Writer’s Digest 

Central Idea:  Writers can use their imagination to entertain other and explore feelings.
Lines of Inquiry:

· Authors use imagination to express issues

· Different styles and genres of writing

· Cultural implications in writing


	Title:  V-Room

Central Idea:  Forces can be transferred from one object to another allowing us to lessen our work.
Lines of inquiry:

· Application of simple machines to everyday situations

· Six sample machines and their characteristics

· Impact of simple machines on the environment


	Title:  It’s a Different World

Central Idea:  People try to change the systems in society.
Lines of Inquiry:  

· What is society
· Human rights and social justice
· Behavior and attitudes of citizens in a society
· People who sought to change social systems
	Title:  Splash
Central Idea:  Water is an essential and vulnerable resource.

Lines of Inquiry:

· Water is an essential element of our lives

· Distribution and availability of water
· Impact of human activity on water
· Interconnected nature of water systems
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	10-11
	Title:  It’s All in the Genes

Central Idea:  Traits make us unique.

Lines of Inquiry:  

· Dominate /recessive traits

· Traits/diseases in populations

· Combination of traits/patterns


	Title: X Marks the Spot

Central Idea: Exploration leads to discovery and understanding.

Lines of Inquiry:

· Attributes of explorers

· Reasons for exploration

· Results of exploration

	Title:  It All Adds Up

Central Idea:  Advertising can manipulate how people think and the choices they make.

Lines of Inquiry:

· Use of persuasive language

· Connection between audience (target group) and the design of ads

· Advertising past and present


	Title:  Rock, Rattle, and Roll

Central Idea:  The earth is made of many layers, which change in shape and form.

Lines of Inquiry:

· Earth’s layers

· Natural forces that cause change

· Human responses to the earth’s changes


	Title:  Who’s the Boss?

                                  Central Idea:  Governments are different around the world.

Lines of Inquiry:

· Historical aspects of government

· Foundations of government

· Layers of government

	Title:  Whew, It’s Hot in Here!

Central Idea: Global warming impacts the environment.

Lines of Inquiry:

· Causes of global warming

· Responsibilities to decrease global warming

· Effects on the environment
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