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Learning Today,
Leading Tomorrow
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Teachers will be calling on their Room Parents in the next six weeks to assist with activities taking place in the classrooms.  Your PTO Room Parent may be calling upon you to help with treats or supervision, and we hope that if you can, you will get involved.  The following Room Parents are the lead for their grade level and will make contact with room parents as needed.  Contact your Room Parent to volunteer.


Kindergarten
Andrea Caswell

1st grade
Betsy Altmyer


2nd grade
Cindy Buob


3rd grade
Jennifer Lehner


4th grade
Mona Clark

A PTO meeting will be held when the state of Mississippi releases the final information on the statewide scores and levels.  We expected these scores in September but now have been told the embargo will be lifted around Thanksgiving.  The administrators will explain the scores at that time to all who are interested.  As soon as that date is set, information will be coming home with the students.  If you are interested in other topics, please email Mrs. Kappler so she can get them on the agenda. 

The PTO has been very supportive of student activities this fall.  Recently, they funded the Smarty Party Fall Ball ($250) and purchased two brooms for the playground ($30).  In addition, they acknowledge the two Employees of the Month for the first semester ($200).  The profit earned from the sale of healthy snacks is being deposited in the PTO account and currently there is a balance of $1,057.52.  At this time there is not a PTO fundraiser being planned.




Message from Mrs. Kappler


kapplerl@columbus.k12.ms.us	





The holidays are fast approaching and I know everyone will have many activities from now until January 1.  Our students will be very busy, and teachers will need your help in keeping students focused on their schoolwork until Dec. 18.  As students progress through the semester the work gets more difficult, so it is imperative that they not get behind in class.  Students will take a semester test before leaving for the December holiday break.


I am very proud to announce that our very own Coach Martin received the highest honor given at the Mississippi Association of Health, Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance this past week.  At Cook we know we have the best coach in Mississippi and now everyone in the state knows it also.  Congratulations to Amy Martin!


Thank you to everyone who supported our recent Book Fair in the library.  The proceeds will benefit our students as new books and AR tests are added to the library’s inventory.  We want to do everything possible to assist our students in their reading success. 


As always, please call the office if you have questions or need an appointment with an administrator, teacher, or counselor.  Remember to enjoy this beautiful holiday season that is upon us.
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Important Dates


























November


Nov. 9		Board Meeting@ 6:00


Nov. 10	Kids Fest @ 6:00 


Nov. 11	Progress Reports


Nov. 12	H1N1 Vaccination available


Nov. 14	Dream 365 auditions at LMS 10:00 


Nov. 20	Grocery Grab 7:00 A.M. @ Sunflower for the lucky winner


Nov. 23	Thanksgiving Week – no school


























December


Dec. 1		Dance Recital 6:00 P.M.


		Reading Fair Projects due


Dec. 14	Board Meeting


Dec. 18	Talent Show @ 9:00


60% Day - dismissal approx. 11:30


Dec. 21 – Jan. 4     Winter Holiday Break 


Jan. 4		Teacher Workday


Jan. 5		School resumes
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- Support our Partners in Progress - 


Corporate Dining Concepts, Sanders Oil, 


R.S.V.P., Wendy’s, and Krystal’s 





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.columbuscityschools.org/cook/clipart/cooklogo.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���











Thank you


PTO for all you do!








Any bus details, questions, or concerns should be directed to our new bus company.  They are working very hard to provide safe, quality, and dependable bus service for our students.  Ms. Summerville answers the phone and is very eager to work with parents.











United Way Fundraiser


We feel very sure that we will reach our United Way goal this year of $6,000.  All Cook faculty and staff donated to the charity, so we achieved 100% participation for the first time.  Our students participated with activities on Fridays, and many students and parents sold Grocery Grab tickets to help reach our goal.  At this time the Grocery Grab amount has not been determined; tickets are still be sold.  Thanks to all who have participated.  We are very proud to help those in need in our community.


Support the United Way!
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               Waters Transportation


                           241-7125











































































































Be Excited About


              Reading!
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Reading Fair


December 1	Reading Fair Projects are due


December 3	Projects will be judged and 


winners announced.





There will be a Reading Fair Question and Answer session for parents in the library before Kids Fest on Tuesday, Nov. 10 from 5:15 until 5:45.  This is a good opportunity to see some sample projects and to get additional information that will help make this a fun project.  





Projects are optional for kindergarten through 2nd  grade.  All 3rd and 4th grade students are required to complete a project.








Falcon Time is Here!





Cook Elementary is an after school-learning center that is funded by a grant through the MS Dept. of Education. Cook is very blessed to have this program which provides for a healthy snack, educational support, enrichment activities, and transportation home for students.  Some 3rd and 4th grade students attend Tunein to Reading as enrichment. This is a computer-based program that helps increase reading levels. Other students attended an enrichment class that provides learning in fun and creative ways. 





Please remember if your child attends Falcon Time, good behavior and attendance is mandatory! If your child is a car rider, please pick him/her up at the end of the building facing the Church of Christ. Please be here at 4:15. If your child is not to attend Falcon Time, you need to send a note to your child’s teacher on that day. 





21st Century Community Learning Center











Student Success and Achievement


Continue to encourage your student to read and complete homework each day.  This is the practice that they need to master a skill.  Promotion requirements include students having the ability to read on their grade level.  We want all students to be successful and reading fluently is a large part of that. The promotion policy is on page 17 in the CMSD Guidebook.





Tardies do not Promote Success


Students are tardy at 7:45.  Please get your child to school by 7:30 so there is no risk of running late.  Some changes have been made to attendance regulations and after four tardies the Attendance Officer is notified.  Students arriving at 7:45 or later must be signed into the office by a parent.  Breakfast is not available to students who arrive late to school.  





Welcome Wednesdays


Welcome Wednesdays are very popular, but creating a problem in the Café – we are running low on food.  Please pre-order your lunch by sending a note to school with your child if you are going to be here at lunchtime on Wednesday.  This will help us make sure that there is plenty for everyone.


The teachers will be asking visiting parents to sit in a special area so that instruction can continue.  We want you to observe your child as they are learning and instruction is happening.  Small children and cell phones cannot go into the classroom because of the distractions they create to the students.   
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Swim Lesson for 2nd graders


	Swim lessons are being scheduled with the YMCA for all 2nd graders.  When we get the schedule set up, teachers will send the dates home in their newsletters.  We are very fortunate to have such a good partnership with the YMCA and believe strongly that all children must learn to swim.  In addition, it is great exercise for the whole family. 





























Bullying Alert


	All schools mst safe and students should not be worried about being bullied.  We are making every effort to eliminate bullying or intimidating behavior from our campus.  There are several things that parents can do to help:


Encourage students to tell the closest teacher or adult when this happens to them or they see it happening to someone else.  This is not tattling, but a way to help someone who is being hurt.


Most bullying can be defused as easily as teaching your child to say, “That is not nice” and then walk away.  


Explain to your child that most “bullying” begins by students playing and kidding each other.  Then one student gets their feelings hurt and it explodes from there.


Teaching our students to focus on their own business can control most incidents of this type.  They must ignore other students who are off task and wasting class time.


The administrators and counselors work closely with teachers to eliminate these issues so that the Cook campus can be a safe and positive learning environment.  























Good idea -


Check books out over Thanksgiving break 


to read and visit the public library.  


They have AR books





Did you know that Cook’s 3rd and 4th graders have completed auditions for Dear Edwina, a school play in January?





Special Recognition





 Congratulations Coach Martin. 


 


You show us each day that being healthy can be fun and that respect and good sportsmanship can be a way of life. 





We are very proud of you!
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Great tools for our students!





Study Island


� HYPERLINK "http://www.studyisland.com" ��www.studyisland.com�


provides great practice for our 2 – 4 students on their curriculum items.





AR Reading


Students should be reading at least 20 minutes each evening.  Strong reading skills help in every subject.





Math Facts


Practice each day will increase performance on math assignments and assessments.





Take Home Papers


Check papers sent home each week and go over missed items.





  Star Fall 


starfall.com


Great website for students to get additional practice.  Lots of fun games for students.



































